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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
Compatriots and Friends,

Time for a break! We have our lunch meeting on July
19, 2025 and then we break until our next lunch
meeting on September 13, 2025. HOWEVER. Our
next Color Guard event is the welcome home of
Honor Flight South Florida Flight # 36. This event is
for all members, spouses and friends of the Chapter.
Join us on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025 by 8:00 p.m.,
Terminal 4, Spirit Airlines, FTL International Airport.
Plan to stand with us as we welcome veterans and
their guardians returning from their day trip to
Washington D.C. Consider joining us at the after
dinner where we frequent La Bamba's in the Harbor
Shops off 17" Street Causeway and Cordova Road.

On the Color Guard - consider joining us as a
guardsmen. You do not need to have an approved
application to join. We can outfit you in militia attire
for less than $500. The Color Guard is the face of
the SAR when we are present as a unit at local, state
and national events. Help promote the SAR and the
values we represent by considering membership.
Get something more out of your membership and
join us at some of these non-luncheon events.

As we continue hearing about the many celebrations
of the 250" anniversary planned for 2026, a brief
update on the SAR Education Center and Museum
seems timely. SAR is presently in the middle of the
construction of the Museum’s walls and building
systems having a year-end targeted completion
date. Then the project moves into a five-phase effort
to build out the necessary millwork, and develop
exhibits, graphics, and interactives. The “soft”
opening remains on schedule for mid-2026. With this
opening, stationary, fixed exhibits, including the
display of over $3 million in artifacts will be in place.
After the soft opening, interactive displays will be
installed over a 42 month timeline — that is
dependent on raising an additional $6 million - for a
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final completion planned for 2029. Since 2023, the
Chapter, through member donations, has
contributed 1776 dollars annually for the Museum
Project. Those of you who may wish to make
individual donations are encouraged to do so by
visiting the SAR Foundation at www.sar.org.

| am also pleased to report that by the next meeting,
we will have assisted 14 individuals in making
application and obtaining membership with five
current year approvals and six inductions, and the
balance of nine current applicants expected to be
approved by 2025 year end. Adjusting for year-end
transfers, resignations or withdrawals, as well as
additional newly approved applicants, we should see
a change in net membership from our year beginning
number of 80 to approximately 90 by year end.

For links to archival information on previously
published newsletters, meeting minutes and other
Chapter documents, visit us at
www.fortlauderdalesar.org.

I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.

Chuck Adams
President, Treasurer and Registrar/Genealogist
Fort Lauderdale Chapter SAR

NEXT MEETING - July 19, 2025
Davie Outback Steak House
2725 South University Dr. Davie, Florida 33328
Time: 11:30 AM social gathering; Lunch at noon.

FUTURE DATES:
Saturday, 09/13/2025
Saturday. 10/11/2025
Saturday, 11/08/2025
Wreaths Across America; 12/13/2025

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 954-345-6276
or e-mail Chuck Adams at:
chuckadams1808@gmail.com
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
SUMMARY — JUNE 21, 2025

At our June 21, 2025 meeting we had 14 members
and 8 guests for a total attendance of 22. Members
(14): Chuck Adams, President, Treasurer, Registrar
& Genealogist; Steve DePaul, Vice President;
Mark Snider ©, Secretary; Tom Carpenter Jr,
Chaplain; Jim Clark “»; Al Evans; Herb Gardner;
Jason Milgram ©?; Jeff Little; Jim Lohmeyer; Barry
Moss; Lincoln Pero; Pete Stevenson; and Bob
Walsh. Prospective Members / Guests (8): Samuel
Frankel Jr; Dan McMurtrie; Brad Mueller; Ronna
Adams; Liana Carpenter; Natalia Frankel; Linda
McMurtrie; and Ceta McDonald. The superscript ¢
records compatriots and guests attending in colonial
attire.

Color Guardsmen Jim Clark & Jason Milgram led by
Mark Snider posted the colors.
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The Invocation was given
by Tom Carpenter Jr.

Chuck Adams led the
participants in reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance. He
then led the participants in
reciting the SAR Mission
Statement and the SAR
Pledge. Jason Milgram
gave the 250 Minute on
Birth of the Continental
Army - June 14, 1775.

Chuck Adams acknowledged the presence of our
newest member and today’s inductee, Jeff Little. He
then recognized our newest applicant Samuel
Frankel Jr and his wife Natalia. He said that our other
new applicants since the last meeting are Trent
Prock and David Pinney, both of whom are out of
town this weekend. Also in attendance at this
meeting is applicant Dan McMurtrie and his wife
Linda. Chuck said that by the next meeting he will
finish the family plan application for Dr. Robert
Easton Jr who is also out of town this weekend.
Chuck reported that we started the year with 80
members and we are now 83 members. By the end
of this year we could be at or over 90 assuming the
submission and approval of the current list of
applicants.

Chuck Adams gave the Financial Status Report as
of May 31, 2025. He stated that the June 2025
Newsletter has been circulated. It includes the
Member Profile of Daniel E. McMurtrie whose
application is expected to be approved by NSSAR in
July 2025. He said that the newsletter also has a list
of all currently known 2025 events of Chapter
interest.



FORT LAUDERDALE CHAPTER SAR

JUL 2025

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (cont’d)

Steve DePaul provided an update on the Liberty
Tree Project. He said that he and the committee are
working with Jim Clark for the dedication in early
2026 of a tree at the City of Tamarac’s Veterans
Park.

On the FLSSAR
First
Amphibious
Assault Landing
Memorial
Project, Steve
said that
f'““ FLSSAR wants
_— “ to move the date
of the dedication to March 14, 2025 in order to avoid
conflict with other statewide and national SAR
events. The cost of the project has increased from
$207,500 to $225,000 as costs for several
unknowns are now being included. Fundraising is on
schedule bringing in the $10,000+ target per month.
He said that the website for the project should be
fully functional in a week and there are links to
multiple social media sites that promote the project
and directs interested viewers to where they can go
to make donations.

Mark Snider stated that the Executive Committee
met on June 4, 2025. It amended the budget to
authorize the transfer of $387.11 from savings to
checking.

On the Veterans Support and US Stark Memorial
Award Committee, Mark stated that we currently
have 5,514 points for the US Stark Memorial Report.
For 2024, Mark reported that the Fort Lauderdale
Chapter placed 13" in the nation and 1%t in Florida in
the 50-99 member category in 2024. Also, Florida
had 20 of 32 chapters reporting, which is 62.5% of
our chapters. On a percentage basis, Florida was
11th in the nation, and qualified the FLSSAR for the
President General's Streamer.

Mark said that for those Compatriots who have
military or war time service, they can be listed on
FLSSAR'’s Florida Veterans Battalion and also be
recognized for their service by National on their
Veteran’s Corps Roster. He asked that those
gualifying Compatriots provide him with a copy of
their DD-214 form and he will submit the
applications.
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Bob Walsh gave the
250 Anniversary
Recognition  Report
entitled, Why Bunker
Hill? A Look at the
Lead Up to Battle -
June 17, 1775, which
is also published in the
. June 2025 Newsletter.

On Youth Education
Programs, in the
absence of Kevin
Shurte, Chuck Adams
said that the only outstanding issue for the 2024-
2025 program is how the Chapter’s and State’s first
place winner in the Middle School Brochure Contest,
Madeline Maragh, ranks at National. This will be
decided in July 2025.

For 2025-2026, he said that two of the contests will
be initiated in the last quarter of this year but the six
others will not get going until the beginning of 2026.
Tom Carpenter Jr said that it is especially important
to bolster the public school system with programs
that enhance the curriculum on the founding
principles, and that he wished to help in any way
possible for next year's program. Jeff Little agreed
and said he, too, would help on this effort. Chuck
added that member donations are critical to
sustaining these programs.

Chuck Adams inducted Compatriot Jeffrey Zane
Little. Steve DePaul presented him with the Rosette
recognition lapel pin.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (cont’d)

Chuck Adams presented the SAR 250 Silver Medal
Certificate to Thomas Carpenter Jr.

Chuck Adams recognized Jason S. Milgram as our
newest member of the Samuel Nicholas Camp #23
Color Guard. He presented Jason with a Certificate
of Membership and a SAR Color Guard Challenge
Coin.

Chuck Adams said that as chairman of the JROTC
/Sea Cadet Medal Awards Committee, we were able
to attend 23 award ceremonies out of the 31
conducted this year. We had similar success last
year. For those committee members that made three
presentations over the two year period, he was
awarding them the Henry Knox Bronze Medal. For
those that made three or more each year, he was
awarding them one medal and a bronze cluster. He
said that some of the recipients helped with hand
deliveries of awards to the schools that we could not
attend and that was also a qualifying factor. Chuck
Adams presented the Henry Knox Bronze Medal to:
Thomas Carpenter Jr., Herb Gardner, and Barry
Moss. Chuck said that he also qualified to receive
the medal. Chuck then presented bronze clusters to
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Thomas Carpenter Jr and Mark Snider. He said that
Paul Moore was awarded the medal earlier this year
for his prior year service. Also qualifying for the
medal is Greg Elder and Jim McHugh as well as
Kevin Shurte for the bronze cluster, each of whom
will receive their award at the next meeting. For this
year's new committee member who is present,
Chuck asked Mark Snider to present the SAR
Veterans Committee Challenge Coin to Herb
Gardner.

Left: Mark Snider, Barry Moss, Herb Gardner, Tom Carpenter Jr
& Chuck Adams. Not present: Greg Elder, Jim McHugh & Kevin
Shurte.

On behalf of the Florida Society, Chuck Adams
presented the Florida Society Certificate of
Appreciation to H. Steven DePaul for his work as
FLSSAR Chairman of the First Amphibious Assault
Landing Memorial Committee. He said that Steve is
recognized for the tremendous amount of work in
organizing this initiative, including interactions with
local public officials, architects, contractors and
major donors. As such, on behalf of the Florida
Society, he presented the FLSSAR Henry Knox
Silver Medal to H. Steven DePaul.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (cont’d)

Chuck Adams said that last month we were able to
present the $250 for the 250" Challenge Coin to 9 of
the 22 members who contributed $250 or more to
the First Amphibious Assault Landing Memorial
Project. Chuck asked Al Evans, Herb Gardner,
Jason Milgram, Barry Moss, and Pete Stevenson to
come forward to receive their First
Amphibious Assault Landing Memorial Challenge
Coin which was presented by Steve DePaul.
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Chuck Adams led the participants in reciting the SAR
Recessional. The Benediction was given by Tom
Carpenter Jr.

To read the complete set of the minutes of the
general members meeting held on June 21, 2025,
open the document sent to you by e-mail, or review
it at the archive’s subpage for minutes and agendas
which are maintained at the Chapter website:
www.fortlauderdalesar.org.

JOIN, o DIE
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2025 UPCOMING EVENTS

Jul 12 to
Jul 18, 2025 135™ National Congress, Uncasville, CT

Sep 06, 2025 Honor Flight South Florida #36,
FLL International Airport
Oct 02 to
Oct 04, 2025 NSSAR Fall Leadership, Louisville, KY

Oct 17to
Oct 18, 2025 Fall BOM, Kissimmee, FL

Oct 25, 2025  Honor Flight South Florida #37,
FLL International Airport

Nov 11, 2025 Veterans Day Ceremonies,
Nininger Home, Pembroke Pines, FL

Dec 04, 2025 Yuletide on Atlantic Parade,
Pompano Beach, FL

Dec 13, 2025 Wreaths Across America,
Pompano Beach, FL

FORT LAUDERDALE CHAPTER ETERNAL

In the June 2025 Newsletter, we published the
names of 23 Compatriots who were on the Chapter’s
inactive list but had passed away. Continuing this
review, 8 additional Compatriots have been found to
have passed away. All of the now 31 Compatriots
have been reported to National and moved to the list
of deceased members. The revised list of 109
inactive Chapter members will continue to be
reviewed and updated. The following are the
additional names recently reported to National:

1. Hugh Scott (1893-1991)
Registered 28 Apr 1960.

2. Paul W. Schwarz (1901-1988)
Registered 28 Mar 1973.

3. Robert Curtis Cameron (1941-2021)
Registered 26 Mar 1975.

4. George Franklin Hess 1l (1939-2015)
Registered 23 May 1975.

5. Arthur F. Stone (1924-2005)
Registered 22 Oct 1975.

6. Robert Bryson Greenlaw (1935-2001)
Registered 8 Dec 1977.

7. Wallace Andrew Davis (1906-2002)
Registered 5 Dec 1979.

8. James Jackson Shannon Jr. (1932-2020)
Registered 26 Aug 1980.
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AMERICA 250
British Capture of Fort Ticonderoga
July 6, 1777

By Kevin Shurte

General John Burgoyne — Painted
by Joshua Reynolds circa 1766

Built by the French in 1755 as Fort Carillon, Fort
Ticonderoga was a strategic military stronghold near
the confluence of lakes Champlain and George. Its
proximity to these key waterways made it a coveted
commercial and military target in Colonial America,
changing hands numerous times among the French,
British, and American forces.

Early in America’s war for independence, a force
under the command of Ethan Allen and Benedict
Arnold stormed the fortress in a predawn raid. Their
4 A.M. assault on May 10, 1775, overwhelmed the
sleeping and undermanned garrison, leading to the
capture of the fort, its 48-men, over 100 cannons,
and the commander’s ample supply of rum. While
Ethan Allen’'s Green Mountain Boys made off with
the liquor, Colonel Henry Knox, Commander of the
Continental Regiment of Artillery, absconded with 58
of its cannons, transporting them 300 miles overland
to support the Siege of Boston. This first major
victory significantly boosted American morale, and
the fort remained in American hands until the British
recaptured it in July of 1777.

Following Washington's defeat in New York, the
British regained control of the Hudson River.
Recognizing the strategic importance of the region’s
waterways, British General John Burgoyne
proposed what would become the Campaign of
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1777. His plan called for him to invade southward
from Canada, capture Fort Ticonderoga, and move
down the Hudson toward Albany while General
Howe moved his men up the Hudson from New
York. Together, they would capture Washington’'s
forces in a pincer movement while severing New
England from the southern colonies.

Burgoyne launched his campaign on June 17, 1777.
Marching south from Saint John’s, Canada with a
force of 8,000 comprised of British regulars, Hessian
mercenaries, American Loyalists, and Amerindians,
Burgoyne reoccupied the abandoned redoubt at
Crown Point on June 26 and prepared to besiege
Fort Ticonderoga. Dividing his forces, Burgoyne sent
the Hessians to contain the American troops at
Mount Independence on the eastern shore of Lake
Champlain while he advanced on Ticonderoga from
the west.

Between July 2 and 4, British forces surrounded both
garrisons by land and secured the high ground —
Sugar Hill (also known as Mount Defiance), which
the American commander, General Arthur St. Clair
had declined to occupy due to its lack of fresh water.
Upon finding Sugar Hill unsecured, British General
William Philips remarked, “Where a goat can go, a
man can go, and where a man can go, he can drag
a gun” (Makos). British troops quickly cleared a road
up the hillside, and by midday on July 5 had
constructed an artillery battery armed with two
twelve-pound cannons that loomed over Fort
Ticonderoga and Mount Independence.

However, Britain’s efforts had not gone unnoticed.
Ticonderoga’s defenders had observed their work
on Mount Defiance and saw their campfires on the
hilltop. Realizing that his position was untenable, St.
Clair ordered a full and immediate retreat. That night,
July 5-6, the sick, wounded, and camp followers
were evacuated by boat on Lake Champlain, while
the main body crossed the floating bridge to Mount
Independence, and fled south toward Castleton in
present-day Vermont.

The fall of Fort Ticonderoga stirred mixed reactions.
St. Clair defended his retreat, saying that he had
been outnumbered and had spared his army to fight
another day. However, Americans, were shocked
when they learned that St. Clair had surrendered the
“Gibraltar of the North” without a fight. General
Washington wrote that the “very extraordinary and
sudden evacuation” was “altogether unaccountable”
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(Schenawalf). In England, an elated King George llI
is said to have awakened his wife declaring, “I have
beat them! | have beat all the Americans!” (Makos).
The British and Hessians also marveled at their
bloodless victory and the abundance of captured
supplies but soon found their triumph short-lived.
Within three months, they too would taste defeat just
75 miles south at the Battles of Saratoga.
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2025-2026 FLORIDA SOCIETY -
PATRIOTIC ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
GOALS

Communications arrived on June 15, 2025 from
Compatriot Randal Allen who is the 2025-2026
FLSSAR Chairman for Patriotic Activities. His
committee has set three goals for each Chapter to
achieve and report.

1. Naturalization Ceremonies Goal: Each Chapter
attend at least one naturalization ceremony.

2. Patriotic Educational Programs Goal: Each
Chapter deliver at least one presentation
centered on flag history, historical documents, or
vignettes of people.

3. Furlong Flag Award Goal: Earn the streamer/star
for our Society Flag where each Chapter
presents at least one flag/retirement certificate.

A power point slide presentation providing more
details was sent and can be forwarded to anyone
who expresses interest in viewing it. Any Chapter
member who accomplishes one of these goals is
asked to report and provide the specifics to Mark
Snider. Kevin Shurte has already been recognized
as having performed Patriotic Education Programs
for the Chapter, but you should still let us know if
you, too, have made a qualifying presentation.

FIRST AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT LANDING
MEMORIAL

According to the recently launched website, as of
June 30, 2025, $148,401 has been raised toward the
goal of $225,000. The date for the dedication has
changed to March 14, 2026. You can visit
www.1776landing.org for the most recent updates.
The website provides many links, including to Club
Express for those wanting to donate through that
method.

SONS # AMERICAN REVOLUTION
FLORIDA SOCIETY

EYCHLUTION

SUNS A AMERICAY REVO
FLORIDA SOCIETY
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IN THE NEWS

JUNE 14, 2025 U.S. ARMY BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION — GEORGE WASHIGTON'S
MOUNT VERNON, MOUNT VERNON, VA

On June 14, 2025, NSSAR joined the 250™ birthday
celebration for the United States Army at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon. The National Color
Guard was invited to present colors at the opening
ceremonies and participate in the patriotic grave
markings at George and Martha Washington’s tomb.
Representing the Chapter were Kevin (Kathy)
Shurte and Braeden Shurte. Later that afternoon the
Shurte’s were joined by Paul Moore at Washington’s
Grist Mill and Distillery for a whiskey tasting event.
Compatriot Moore has taken up temporary
residence in Washington DC and plans to return to
us in a few years. Also attending from Florida was
Doug Gibbens from the Naples Chapter.

June 14, 2025 — The SAR National Color Guard
Presenting Colors at the Opening Ceremonies,
George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
Mount Vernon, Virgina.

Left: Kevin Shurte and Braeden Shurte.

Washington’s Own Brew: Whiskey Tasting,
Left, Kevin Shurte and Paul Moore.

Posing with the General
Left: Kevin Shurte and Doug Gibbens.
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IN THE NEWS (cont’d)

JULY 4TH INDEPENDENCE DAY
CELEBRATION - BILTMORE HOTEL,
CORAL GABLES, FL

On July 4, 2025, the City of Coral Gables held its
annual July 4™ celebration and fireworks at the
historic Biltmore Hotel. It was also the City’s 100"
Anniversary. The Miami Color Guard joined by Fort
Lauderdale Color Guardsmen Chuck Adams
participated in the opening ceremonies with the
presentation of colors. In spite of sporadic rain, there
were about 25,000 in attendance.

Left: Ben Groff, David Mitchell, Lee Popham
Ronna Adams & Chuck Adams.

Left: Saul Montes-Bradley, Lee Popham, Ben Groff,
Chuck Adams & David Mitchell.
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FLORIDA SOCIETY C.A.R. HOSTS
2025 SOUTHEAST DISTRICT CONFERENCE

The Florida Society Children of the American
Revolution (C.A.R.) hosted the National C.A.R.
Southeast District annual conference held in
Orlando, FL on October 7 & 8, 2025. The district is
composed of societies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
North Carolina, & South Carolina. The Florida Color
Guard was well represented and posted colors.
There were 154 youngsters and seniors in
attendance. Representing the Chapter, Kevin Shurte
and Braeden Shurte Our local C.A.R. society will
resume regular monthly meetings when the 2025-
2026 school year is underway in a couple of months.

Left: Martha and George
Washington enacted by
Cara Ann & Bill Elder,
Daytona SAR, Presenting
Greetings.

Right: Current C.A.R Vice

President, Braeden Shurte;
Immediate C.A.R. Past -
President, Kyle Peterson. ﬂ
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SAR MEMBER PROFILE —
BRADLEY M. MUELLER
Interviewed by Chuck Adams

Q. OkBrad, tell us a
little bit about yourself.

A. | was born in St.
. Louis, Missouri in 1952,
but grew up in the
neighboring suburb of
~ Kirkwood. | was one of

six children and a
product of a
combination of
parochial and public
school education
graduating from Kirkwood Senior High School in
1971 (go Pioneers). | earned a Bachelor of Arts in
Science from Webster University in 1986 and a
Master of Arts in Anthropology from Washington
University In St. Louis in 1990.

Q. What is/was your occupation?

A. Following my graduation in 1990 | spent 22 years
employed as a contract Archaeologist for several
universities, numerous private companies, and the
Navajo Nation in Arizona -- work which has taken me
to most of the United States. In 2012 | accepted a
position with the Seminole Tribe of Florida as the
Compliance Section Supervisor in their Tribal
Historic Preservation Office (based on the Big
Cypress Reservation). | retired from the Tribe in
October 2023.

Q. Tell us about some of your recreational interests
and/or hobbies.

A. Being part of the Boomer generation my
childhood hobbies included stamp and coin
collecting. Christmas time was always special since
my Dad would bring out the Lionel train set. | still
have those collections, which | add to from time to
time, as well as the train set. As an adult, | have
become the de facto  Mueller family
archivist/historian, serving as the repository of family
photos, documents, and ephemera.

Q. How about your family?

A | had the extremely good fortune of meeting my
future wife, Jennifer, in Junior College (ca. 1972).
She and | both worked on the student newspaper. |
had sense (luck?) enough not to scare her off, and
we were married on Valentine's Day 1976. We have
two grown children, Hadley, the oldest, and Eric. In
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1999, or thereabouts, Jennifer accepted a position
with a company based in Sunrise, Florida. The four
of us have lived in Sunrise since that time. Both of
our children work full-time.

Q. Who is your Patriot ancestor?

A. My Patriot ancestor is Joshua Hadley (1743-
1815). As a Quaker, he furnished supplies in support
of the troops in North Carolina.

Q. Tell us about why you want to join SAR and
whether you have plans on how you may want to
get more involved with carrying out the mission and
programs of the SAR.

A. My interest in the SAR is an outgrowth of my
wife’s interest in her family’'s genealogy and her
application and acceptance into the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR). As she was pursuing
her research/application, she was able to document
my connection to Joshua Hadley my Patriot
ancestor. | am linked to the Hadley line through my
mother. At this particular time in our history, | felt it
important to acknowledge and support the goals of
the original patriots. How | will do this within the SAR
is still to be determined.

Thanks, Brad, for sharing.

2025 CHAPTER OFFICERS

PRESIDENT / TREASURER - CHUCK ADAMS
1808 NW 124 Way
Coral Springs, FL 33071-7887
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11240 SW 21 Street
Miramar, FL 33025-6634
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Coral Springs, FL 33071-7887
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SECRETARY - MARK SNIDER
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