The Florida Soriety of the
Sons of the American Revolution
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
Compatriots and Friends,

Happy 2026! We start the year with 91 members —
a 13.8% increase over last year. We have already
kicked off this historical year by hosting the annual
S.E. Regional Meeting held on January 10, 2026.
Florida Society President, Chris Walshler,
performed induction ceremonies for Fort Lauderdale
new members and 2026 Chapter officers. Also in
attendance were representatives of the Miami and
Palm Beach Chapters. A complete report will be in
the February 2026 Newsletter.

SAVE THE DATE: We need all available local
members to support the Chapter at the two major
events that we host in the first quarter of 2026.

. January 31, 2026 starting at 10:30 a.m. -
Liberty Tree Dedication at Tamarac Veteran's Park,
7825 Southgate Blvd, Tamarac, Florida. This is a
National SAR Event and we need a strong showing
from membership and family.

. March 14, 2026 starting at 10:00 a.m. - First
Amphibious Assault Memorial Ribbon Cutting,
Fisher Family Pier, 222 N. Pompano Beach Blvd,
Pompano Beach, Florida. This is a National Event
and will have SAR members attending from all parts
of the country. This will be the first of what will be a
recurring annual event sponsored by the Fort
Lauderdale Chapter.

For links to archival information on previously
published newsletters, meeting minutes and other
Chapter documents, visit us at
www.fortlauderdalesar.org.

I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.

Chuck Adams
President, Treasurer and Registrar/Genealogist
Fort Lauderdale Chapter SAR

Fort Lauderdale Chapter Netosletter e

website: www.fortlauderdalesar.org
FaceBook page: Fort Lauderdale Chapter Sons of the American Revolution
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UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS

Jan 31, 2026 Liberty Tree Dedication

Feb 13-15, 2026 FS C.A.R. State Conference
University Hilton, Gainesville, FL

Mar 4-8, 2026 FSSDAR State Conference
Mar 7 - FLSSAR Color Guard
Omni Hotel, Orlando, FL

Mar 5-7, 2026 NSSAR Spring Leadership
National Headquarters, Louisville, KY

Mar 14, 2026 FAAM Monument Dedication

Mar 19, 2026  FAU 250 Anniversary — 5:30 p.m.
Fort Lauderdale Color Guard
Closing Ceremonies
FAU Library, Boca Raton, FL

Mar 21, 2026 Last Naval Battle Memorial
Veterans Memorial Center
Merritt Island, FL

Mar 28, 2026 42" Annual Scottish Festival
Bergeron Rodeo Grounds
Davie, FL

Mar 28, 2026 Battle of Thomas Creek
Commemoration Ceremony
Jacksonville, FL

Arp 24-26, 2026 Moving Vietham Wall
Bergeron Rodeo Grounds
Davie, FL

May 15-16, 2026 FLSSAR Spring BOM
Embassy Suites, Kissimmee, FL

NEXT MEETING - Feb 21, 2026
Davie Outback Steak House
2725 South University Dr. Davie, Florida 33328
Time: 11:30 AM social gathering; Lunch at noon.

FUTURE DATES:
To Be Scheduled & Announced

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 954-345-6276
or e-mail Chuck Adams at:
chuckadams1808@gmail.com



http://www.fortlauderdalesar.org/
mailto:chuckadams1808@gmail.com

FORT LAUDERDALE CHAPTER SAR

JAN 2026

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
SUMMARY — DECEMBER 6, 2025

At our December 6, 2025 meeting we had 18
members and 8 guests for a total attendance of 26.
Members (18): Chuck Adams °, President,
Treasurer, Registrar & Genealogist; Steve DePaul,
Vice President; Mark Snider ¢, Secretary; Kevin
Shurte @, Historian; Bruce Angier; Robert Calamia;
Jim Clark ©¢; Dr. Robert Easton Jr; Samuel Frankel
Jr; Herb Gardner ¢, Dan McMurtrie; Jason Milgram
€@ Brad Mueller; David Pinney; Trent Prock; Dr.
Robert Reeder; Gerry Reeder; and John Sauerwald.
Prospective Members / Guests (8): Patrick Reeder;
Ronna Adams; Natalia Frankel; Christina Prock;
Linda McMurtrie; Chris Lapresti; Malcomb Flavell;
and Omer Warshavsky. The superscript “ records
compatriots and guests attending in colonial attire

Chuck Adams stated that there would be a special
presentation and asked Compatriot Jason Milgram
to make the announcement.

Jason Milgram said that one of his new ventures is
a record recording company called Settle Down
Productions LLC. He introduced general manager
Omer Warshavsky and musical director Malcolm
Flavell, who then presented the Chapter with a
check for $1,000 to be used in the funding of Chapter
programs. Chuck Adams thanked them and
accepted the check on behalf of the Chapter.

Led by Kevin Shurte, Color Guardsmen Mark
Snider, Jim Clark, Jason Milgram, and Herb Gardner
posted the colors.
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The Invocation was given by David Pinney. Chuck
Adams led the participants in reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance. He then led the participants in reciting
the SAR Mission Statement and SAR Pledge.

Herb Gardner gave this month’s 250 Minute on The
Continental Congress Response to the British
Proclamation of Rebellion — December 6, 1775.

Chuck Adams acknowledged
the presence of our newest
applicant, Patrick Reeder. He
then welcomed our newest
members to be inducted
~ today: Samuel  Solomon
Frankel Jr, who is here with
his wife Natallia, Trent Dustin
Prock, who is here with his
wife Christina, Dr. Robert
Morrell Easton Jr, and Robert
Allen Calamia. He said that
Robert Calamia’s son, Nathan, and father, Joseph,
are both out-of-state and will be inducted at a future
date through Zoom. Also among our newest
members are Brad Mueller and David Pinney both of
whom will be inducted at our next meeting in January
2026. Chuck stated that we started this year with 80
members. We are now at 91 members and there are
two additional applications that might be approved
before December 315,

Chuck Adams said that the Executive Committee
conducted a Zoom meeting on September 28, 2025.
In accordance with our Bylaws, the ExCom
members acting as the Nominations Committee
approved the Proposed Slate of 2026 Chapter
Elected Officers. He said that the proposed slate
was announced at the Chapter meeting held
October 22, 2025, and advertised in the October
and November 2025 Newsletters.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (cont’d)

He asked Secretary, Mark Snider to read the names
and positions of the proposed slate of 2026 Chapter
officers Mark Snider then announced the names
and positions.

e Chuck Adams
Registrar/Genealogist

President, Treasurer,

e Steve DePaul Vice-President
e Mark Snider Secretary

e Kevin Shurte Historian

e Tom Carpenter Jr.  Chaplin

e Paul Moore Chancellor

Chuck Adams asked whether there were any
additional nominations to be made for the floor.
Hearing none, he closed nominations. Chuck Adams
asked for a maker and second of the Motion: to
approve the slate of 2026 officers as recommended
by the Executive Committee on November 19, 2025.
Chuck Adams recognized Jim Clark as the maker of
the motion, seconded by Bruce Angier. Unanimously
approved.

Chuck Adams gave the Financial Status Report as
of November 30, 2025. He said that the November
2025 Newsletter has been circulated. It includes the
Member Profile of Trent D. Prock. He also said that
the newsletter lists all currently known remaining
events of Chapter interest for 2025, and includes
important first quarter 2026 events such as the
Liberty Tree Dedication at Tamarac on January 31,
2026 and the FAAM Monument Dedication on March

14, 2026.

Steve DePaul provided an
update on the FLSSAR First
Amphibious Assault Memorial
(FAAM) Project. He said that
they recently received their
permits and the project is on
schedule for completion in time
for the dedication on Saturday,
March 14 2026 at Fisher
Family Pier in Pompano
Beach. He said that in-kind
* contributions and funds
collected to date amount to over $207,943 of the
$225,000 fundraising goal. Of just under $148,000
of cash needed, they are almost there and are ready
to place the order for the fabrication of the
monument.

PAGE 3

Mark Snider stated that the
Executive Committee met
via Zoom on November 30,
2025. The Amended
Budget as of November
30, 2025 was approved
authorizing miscellaneous
balancing adjustments and
transfer of funds. A new
$250 donation to the
FLSCAR President’'s
Project was also approved

On veteran’s support, Mark stated that we currently
have 16,942 points toward the US Stark Memorial
Award. Mark reported that the CDCE /VAVS
Committee held a Zoom meeting on November 4,
2025. The committee continues to seek volunteers
to serve at the VA Centers and has begun
preparations for the Veteran Olympics scheduled for
next summer. He said that Jim Clark has joined the
Committee representing the Marine Corp League.
Mark also said that we are still awaiting word from
the VA on approval of the Centenarian Award for Mr.
Frank Orilio of Hollywood.

Kevin Shurte gave the 250
Anniversary Recognition
Report entitled, The First
Battle of Ninety-Six, South
Carolina - November 19-21,
1775, which is also published
in the November 2025
Newsletter.

Kevin Shurte showed a slide
of the eight youth education contests promoted by
SAR indicating that we anticipate having contestants
participating in each contest.

Kevin then summarized the criteria of the SAR
American History Teacher Award Contest. He
introduced Christopher Lopresti from Ramblewood
Middle School as the Chapter’s 2025-2026 winner.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (cont’d)

Christopher Lopresti read his essay submitted as
part of his application. Chuck Adams presented
Christopher Lopresti with a check for $100 and his
SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Certificate
recognizing him as the Broward County, FL first-
place winner of the 2025-2026 SAR contest. Kevin
Shurte then presented him with the SAR Bronze
Good Citizenship Medal.

Chuck Adams inducted new member Compatriots
Samuel Solomon Frankel Jr, Trent Dustin Prock,
Robert Morrell Easton Jr, and Robert Allen Calamia,
and he then presented each of them with their
membership certificate.

Steve DePaul, assisted by Natalia Frankel and
Christina Prock, presented each with their SAR
Rosette recognition lapel pin.

Chuck Adams said that last month we presented
certificates to three of the five recently approved
members of the FLSSAR Veterans Battalion. Mark
Snider then presented the FLSSAR Certificate of
Membership to John Sauerwald.

Chuck Adams said that the November 2025
Newsletter published the names of 17 Compatriots
achieving milestone anniversaries — 5, 10, 15, 20
and 30 years - for membership in SAR.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (cont’d)

Chuck Adams asked John Sauerwald to come
forward to receive his SAR 5-Year Certificate Award.

Chuck Adams summarized the criteria for the
Chapter President’'s annual award for the SAR
Bronze Distinguished Service Award. He asked last
year's recipient, Kevin Shurte, to come forward to
help him present this year's award to Steve DePaul.
He said that Steve has brought the Fort Lauderdale
Chapter to the forefront of name recognition at the
local, state and national level for his work in
organizing, funding and constructing the FAAM
Memorial Project, and he is therefore this year's
recipient.

Chuck presented the 250 FAAM Fellow Certificate of
Appreciation to Samuel Frankel Jr. for his donation
to the First Amphibious Assault Memorial Project.

Chuck Adams presented the SAR Certificate of
Appreciation to Jason Milgram for the $1,000
donation made to the Chapter by his new recording
venture, Settle Down Productions LLC.

Chuck Adams led the participants in reciting the SAR
Recessional. The Benediction was given by David
Pinney.

To read the complete set of the minutes of the
general members meeting held on December 6,
2025, open the document sent to you by e-mail, or
review it at the archive’s subpage for minutes and
agendas which are maintained at the Chapter
website: www.fortlauderdalesar.org.

JOEN, oo DLW




FORT LAUDERDALE CHAPTER SAR

JAN 2026

AMERICA 250

The Liberty Tree
By Kevin Shurte

L oumie —

FTLSAR Liberty Tree — Dedicated January 31, 2026
Tamarac, Florida

As we gather this year in cities and towns to
commemorate America’s semiquincentennial — 250
years since our nation’s founding — it is fitting that we
pay tribute not only to the people, documents, and
events that led to our nation’s founding but also to
the powerful symbols of liberty that touched the lives
of ordinary citizens. Chief among these were the
Liberty Trees of the American colonies whose
branches spread like the promise of freedom across
the land.

The story of the Liberty Tree begins in Boston in
1646. Planted as part of an elm grove near Boston
Common, the tree would one day become a rallying
point for patriots protesting the tyranny of British rule.
On August 14, 1765, the tree became the site of its
first major protest when patriots gathered beneath
the towering elm to protest Parliament’'s Stamp Act
that levied taxes on all printed materials in the
colonies. Protestors delivered speeches, hung from
the tree an effigy of Boston Stamp Tax Collector,
Andrew Oliver, and paraded through the streets
chanting, “Liberty, property, and no stamps.” Shortly
thereafter, the protest organizers known as the
Loyall Nine, attached a copper plate to the tree that
read, “Tree of Liberty.”

News of the tree quickly spread, and towns across
the colonies from New England to the Carolinas
began christening Liberty Trees of their own. “Much
venerated by colonists,” these natural landmarks
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served as meeting places in the years leading up to
the Revolutionary War symbolically showing that
liberty had taken root in American soil (Blakemore).

What made Liberty Trees so remarkable was not
their size or age, but their meaning. In an age before
mass media, they were living, growing symbols of
resistance and unity where people could gather to
exchange ideas, organize protests, and affirm their
shared commitment to liberty. In 1775, Thomas
Paine celebrated the liberty tree in poetry when he
wrote...

“Unmindful of names or distinctions they
came,
For freemen like brothers agree,
With one spirit endued, they one friendship
pursued,
And their temple was Liberty Tree...”

British officials also appreciated the potency of these
symbols. During the 1775 occupation of Boston, a
group of Loyalists and British soldiers cut down the
famous Liberty Tree to cool the resistance and heat
their quarters. Though the tree yielded 14 cords of
wood, its destruction failed to stem the growing spirit
of liberty.

This spirit continued to flourish in our budding nation.
The ideals nurtured beneath the Liberty Trees — that
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness must be
fervently protected — found expression in our
founding documents. Though the physical trees
often disappeared, their symbolic legacy thrived.

Today, Liberty Trees stand as relevant as ever. They
remind us that liberty is not abstract but rather an
ideal deeply rooted in community, dialogue, and
participation. It does not grow in isolation; liberty
grows where people congregate, speak freely, and
take responsibility for their shared future. The Liberty
Tree also reminds us that freedom is alive and, like
a tree, requires care. Its branches must make room
for future generations, and its roots must remain
grounded in the principles of justice and equality.

While the original Liberty Tree fell to the axe over
250 years ago, the Tamarac Liberty Tree, and many
others like it, stands proudly as a symbol of the
enduring hope and freedom embodied in our
Constitution and celebrated in every American heart.
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FIRST AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT MEMORIAL

b As of

January 6,
2026, the
FAAM
Committee
updated
the  total
project cost
7 T from the
orlglnal estlmate of $225, OOO to $260 000. The
update reflects final numbers for most
miscellaneous cost estimates. To date $236,738.76
has been raised leaving $23,262 to go. If you have
not contributed or if you wish to contribute more, visit
https://1776landing.org. With all permits received
and the hard costs for fabrication and construction
on-hand, the project will break ground later in
January 2026. Dedication of the monument is a SAR
National Event and is on schedule for March 14,
2026.
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OUR NEWEST COLOR GUARDSMEN -
HERB GARDNER

After a year and one-half of
“thinking about it,” Herb
Gardner has joined the
Samuel Nicolas Camp #23
Color Guard. Welcome Herb
and well done.

Herb has been a member of
SAR and the Chapter since
December 17, 2021. He and
hIS wife Shelley have been frequent participants at
the “welcome home” gatherings for veterans
returning on flights sponsored by Honor Flight South
Florida since we started supporting the program in
the summer of 2024. Now Herb has joined the club,
and Shelley bought him his own tricorn for the
holidays. Herb has already seen action, having
participated with us in December 2025, first, on the
4th at the Pompano Beach Yuletide Parade and
then, on the 13", at Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens
for the Wreaths Across America Ceremony
sponsored by the Fontenada Chapter DAR.

Herb and his wife Shelley Rehberg have been
married since 1998. They have two daughters.
Chloe is a 2024 graduate of the Univ of Southern
California with a degree in music. She currently lives
in California and is working in the song writing
industry. Peri is a 2025 graduate of the Univ of
Minnesota with degrees in communication. She is
temporarily residing with her parents and works in
Miami for a digital communications company. Herb
is an executive with Global Perishable Services LLC,
an exporter of perishable goods to the Caribbean.
Shelley is a speech language pathologist for the
Seminole Indian Tribe of Florida. Her participation
with our Chapter inspired her to become a member
of Plantation’s William Lauderdale Chapter DAR.

YOU TOO CAN JOIN THE FUN AND BE PART
OF THE CHAPTER COLOR GUARD.

We can get you in civilian
colonial attire typical of 18™
century militia ware for $300 to
$500 dollars. If you want to
join, let us know and we will
give you links to alternative

S -
WE WANT “'ll! sites to buy the economy class

attire that you minimally need.
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IN THE NEWS

YULETIDE PARADE
On December 4, 2025, the Fort Lauderdale Color
Guard marched in the Pompano Beach Yuletide
Parade on Atlantic. Following the Chapter were
members of the Fontenada Chapter DAR.

From left: Kevin Shurte, Mark Snider, Jason Milgram,
Herb Gardner, Chuck Adams, and Steve DePaul.

Florida Society
Sons of the American Revol
Fort Lauderdale Chapter

From left front row: Chapter banner bearers Shelley Garder
and Ronna Adams, followed by Chapter Color Guard.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
December 13, 2025 commemorated the nationwide
Wreaths Across America Program. The Fort
Lauderdale Chapter SAR continued its tradition of
supporting the Fontenada Chapter DAR with the
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event held at the Forest Lawn Cemetery in Pompano
Beach. The Fort Lauderdale Chapter Color Guard
participated in opening ceremonies with the
presentation of colors. Swamp Fox C.A.R. president
and junior SAR member, Mason Primiano, led the
participants in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Left:, Steve DePaul; Chuck Adams; Herb Gardner; Jason
Milgram; Mark Snider; Braeden Shurte; and Kevin Shurte.

Left: C.A.R. President, Mason Primiano and Vice-
President, Braeden Shurte — both Fort Lauderdale SAR
Junior Members.

i Also in attendance, left:
Jim and John Lohmeyer;
and not shown: Ronna
Adams; Amanda Barnes
and daughter, Sarah
Barnes; Shelley Gardner;
and Angela Primiano.

WS R S

SoNs or LIBERTY
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IN THE NEWS (cont’d)
AMBRY RESTAURANT

On December 20, 2025, the Shurte family
celebrated their annual Christmas dinner at the
Ambry German-American Restaurant in Fort
Lauderdale. The Shurte’s include Kevin and Kathy,
Amanda and Sarah Barnes, Braeden Shurte and
Lois King. Among the SAR members in attendance
were Chuck (and Ronna) Adams, Steve (and Ritz)
DePaul, and Herb (and Shelley) Gardner.

v~ -

Clockwise above from left:
Amanda Barnes; Lois King;
Ronna Adams, Ritz DePaul,
Sarah Barnes; Kathy Shurte;
Kevin Shurte; Steve DePaul;
Chuck Adanms; Herb
Gardner; Braeden Shurte;
Celina Saucedo, and Shelley
Gardner.
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SAR FAMILY MEMBER PROFILES

ROBERT ALAN CALAMIA
Interviewed by Chuck Adams

Q. Ok, Robert, tellus a
little bit about yourself.
A. lwas born in 1970
in Portsmouth,
Virginia. | grew up in El
Paso, Texas and
received a degree in
Political Science and a
Master  of Public
Administration  from
the  University  of
Texas at El Paso.

Q. Did you serve in the U.S. Armed Forces?

A. Yes, | served for 6 years in the Texas Army
National Guard as a Cannoneer in Field Artillery on
a 155mm Howitzer and left as a Sergeant.

Q. What is/was your occupation?

A. For over twenty years | have been a Vice
President of national field operations for several
large companies and | have lived in several parts of
the US including different cities in Texas, Oklahoma,
lllinois, and in Florida for the last 13 years. Most
recently | have been serving as the Director of
Investment Operations at NextEra Energy. For the
last 11 years, | also co-owned a staffing and
recruiting company with my wife called PrideStaff.

Q. Tell us about some of your recreational interests
and/or hobbies.

A. |thoroughly enjoy reading, traveling, and movies
but also enjoy fishing and scuba diving.

Q. How about your family?

A. My wife, Maria Del Carmen Dominguez
“Carmen,” and | have been married since 2000. In
addition to our son, Nathan Alan, we have a
daughter, Ariana Bella. She has recently earned her
MBA at LSU ) Go Tigers!). She was admitted in 2024
as a member of DAR.

My father, Joseph Robert Calamia, born 1947 in El
Paso, Texas and currently residing in Augusta,
Maine, is also applying for membership in SAR. He
is retired but previously worked as a Federal Pre-
Trial Officer and after retirement worked as a Bailiff.
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SAR FAMILY MEMBER PROFILES (cont’d)

Q. Who is your Patriot ancestor?

A. My Patriot ancestor is William McGuire (1748-
1829). He, his wife Maryan and young son Michael,
were taken prisoner by the British on 26 Jun 1780
from their farm in Virginia and held for a couple of
years in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

Q. Tell us about why you want to join SAR.

A. | want to join SAR for several reasons. First, we
need to keep our ancestor's memories alive,
especially those who risked so much by fighting for
our freedom during the American Revolution.
Secondly, the SAR approval of our family lineage
validates the family history for future descendants of
my family to remember and cherish. Lastly, as a
person who has started a business in this community
and works with businesses and citizens, | would like
to participate in activities that improve our
community. SAR activities keep the memories of
those who came before us at the forefront of
everything we do while improving our community!

Thanks, Robert, for sharing.
SAR FAMILY MEMBER PROFILE

NATHAN ALAN CALAMIA
Interviewed by Chuck Adams

Q. Ok, Nathan, tell us a little
bit about yourself.

A. lwasborn in 2003 in
Naperville, lllinois. | will
~ graduate from Louisiana
State University (LSU) with
a bachelor's degree in
finance and a minor in
energy in December 2025. |
am currently weighing up
my options for graduate
programs. At LSU | try to participate in different
events hosted by the Energy Department, learning
about policy, transport, and the financial decisions
behind major renewable and non-renewable
companies.

Q. What is/are your career interest?

A. With the exposure gained at LSU, | hope to
pursue work within Energy Project Analyzation. This
field would translate what | have learned in the
classroom to real world applications, as well as
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being a segway from the Financial Planning and
Analysis Internship in Aviation | currently hold.

Q. Tell us about some of your recreational interests
and/or hobbies.

A. | enjoy history, coding, sports, and the outdoors.
My favorite period in history is 1900-1945, with focus
on the global conflicts of the period. Coding is tied to
my college degree and | have taken numerous
courses in Java, JavaScript, and R-Script. When
going to LSU, you become enthralled with the sports
and local culture, so in the fall and spring you can
find me at every LSU home game regardless of the
sport.

Thanks, Nathan, for sharing.

Editor's Note: Since submission of his profile,
Nathan Calamia has graduated from LSU. By the
end of January 2026, he will move to St Louis, MO
to start a job as a Financial Analyst for the F-15
program with Boeing.

On November 21, 2025, SAR registered into
membership: Joseph Robert Calamia; Robert Alan
Calamia; and Nathan Alan Calamia.

2026 CHAPTER OFFICERS

PRESIDENT / TREASURER - CHUCK ADAMS
1808 NW 124 Way
Coral Springs, FL 33071-7887
954-345-6276

VICE-PRESIDENT / SGT-AT-ARMS - STEVEN DE PAUL
11240 SW 21 Street
Miramar, FL 33025-6634
954-232-5008

REGISTRAR / GENEALOGIST - CHUCK ADAMS
1808 NW 124 Way
Coral Springs, FL 33071-7887
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SECRETARY - MARK SNIDER
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HISTORIAN - KEVIN SHURTE
460 NW 52 Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309-3231
954-588-2908

CHAPLAIN - THOMAS CARPENTER JR.
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Hollywood, FL 33020-2924
954-299-8091

CHANCELLOR / PARLIAMENTARIAN - PAUL MOORE
3000 Washington Blvd, Apt 102
Arlington, VA 22201-2110
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