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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Compatriots and Friends, 

How to get involved! Routine attendance at our 
general membership lunch meetings is a great first 
step and it should start pre-membership with our 
prospective members and applicants coming to 
meetings and seeing what we are about.  

Over the last three years our Chapter has grown 
exponentially – not just in numbers but in our 
promotion and deliverance of core programs of the 
SAR. How have and do we accomplish this? 

Patriotic:  
• We actively promote the America 250 Celebration with 

recitals and reports at all Chapter meetings and with 
some delivered to outside groups and classrooms. 

• We recognize private organizations and property 
owners who properly display the America flag. We also 
attend flag retirement ceremonies. 

• We plan to attend upcoming new citizen naturalization 
ceremonies. 

• We support both the Honor Flight program and 
Wreaths Across America, with cash donations and our 
attendance at these various events. 

• We support the Veteran residents at the Nininger 
Home with visitations and donations of disposable and 
personal items and tangible equipment. 

Educational: 
• We currently sponsor six of the eight SAR youth 

education programs and next year we will attempt to 
sponsor all eight. 

• We award medals to the qualifying cadet in each of 
the 31 Broward County School District Programs, and 
to the sea cadet selected by the Fort Lauderdale 
Division of the Navy League who operates the local 
program. 

• We support financially and with senior advisors, our 
local society of the Children of the American 
Revolution. 

Historical: 
• We have and will continue to promote the use of the 

SAR Patriot Research System (PRS) and encourage 
members to submit Patriot Biographies. 

• We have and will continue to participate in the Patriot 
Grave Marking Program. 

• Our Chapter Color Guard, dressed in period attire, is 
active in making community appearances at local 
parades and patriotic ceremonies.  

The SAR has done a lot over the last few years in 
better explaining to its membership its mission, and 
in providing membership numerous training videos 
on how members and Chapters can plan and carry-
out the core programs of the SAR. The most helpful 
of these resources are found at www.sar.org under 
the tabs for both the SAR University and the America 
250. For new members (and all others that want re-
inspiration), try out the SAR Compatriot Training 
Course at the SAR University. There are four 
modules. They are highly informative and it will take 
about an hour to view them.  

For links to archival information on previously 
published newsletters, meeting minutes and other 
Chapter documents, visit us at 
www.fortlauderdalesar.org. 

I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting. 
 
Chuck Adams 
President, Treasurer and Registrar/Genealogist 
Fort Lauderdale Chapter SAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING – June 21, 2025 
Davie Outback Steak House 

2725 South University Dr. Davie, Florida 33328 
Time: 11:30 AM social gathering; Lunch at noon. 

FUTURE DATES: 
Saturday, 07/19/2025 
Saturday, 09/13/2025 
Saturday. 10/11/2025 
Saturday, 11/08/2025 

 
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 954-345-6276 

or e-mail Chuck Adams at: 
chuckadams1808@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.fortlauderdalesar.org/
mailto:chuckadams1808@gmail.com
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

SUMMARY – MAY 31, 2025 
 
At our May 31, 2025 meeting we had 11 members 
and 12 guests for a total attendance of 23. Members 
(11):  Chuck Adams, President, Treasurer, Registrar 
& Genealogist; Mark Snider ca, Secretary; Kevin 
Shurte ca, Historian; Tom Carpenter Jr, Chaplain; 
Bruce Angier; Jim Clark ca,; Ted Duay; Greg Elder; 
Jim Lohmeyer; John Sauerwald; and Braeden 
Shurte. Prospective Members / Guests (12): Dr. 
Robert Easton;  Samuel Frankel Jr; Jeff Little; Dan 
McMurtrie; Bradley Mueller;  Ronna Adams; 
Amanda Barnes; Ellen Higginbotham; Linda 
McMurtrie; Jennifer Mueller; Ceta McDonald;  and 
Kathy Shurte ca. The superscript ca  records 
compatriots and guests attending in colonial attire. 

 

 
Color Guardsmen Jim Clark, Braeden Shurte & Mark 
Snider led by Kevin Shurte posted the colors. The 
Invocation was given by Tom Carpenter Jr. Chuck 
Adams led the participants in reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the SAR Pledge. He then led the 
participants in reciting the SAR Mission Statement.  
Braeden Shurte gave the 250 Minute on The Battle 
of Fairhaven which was fought on May 14, 1775. 
 

 
 

 
 

Chuck Adams acknowledged the presence of our 
newest member and today’s inductee, Greg Elder. 
He welcomed our newest applicant Bradley Mueller 
and his wife Jennifer, who is a member of the Major 
William Lauderdale Chapter DAR. Also attending 
are applicants Jeff Little, and Dan McMurtrie who is 
here with his wife Linda. He then recognized 
prospective applicants  Dr. Robert Easton and 
Samuel Frankel Jr., and he said that other 
prospective applicants that are not here are David 
Pinney and Jason Ramsey. Chuck reported that we 
started the year with 80 members. We are now at 82 
but by the end of this year we could be at or over 90 
assuming the submission and approval of the 
current list of applicants. 
 
Chuck Adams gave the Financial Status Reported 
as of April 30, 2025. He stated that the May 2025 
Newsletter has been circulated. It includes the 
Member Profile of Jeffrey Z. Little  whose application 
is expected to be approved by NSSAR in June 2025. 
He said that the newsletter also has a list of all 
currently known 2025 events of Chapter interest. 
 
In the absence of Steve DePaul, Chuck Adams 
stated that an update on the FLSSAR First  
Amphibious Assault Landing Memorial Project was 
given on May 17, 2025 at the Spring Board of 
Management (BOM) Meeting. The total project cost 
is estimated at $207,500. Based on in-kind, cash 
donations and grants received to date,  the 
Committee needs to raise $63,500 by December 
2025 to stay on track for the dedication planned for 
March 2026.  
 
Mark Snider stated that the Executive Committee did 
not meet over the last month. 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (cont’d) 
 
Mark reported that for 2025, we currently have 5,121 
points for US Stark Memorial Report. Recent 
veteran support activities included the Chapter’s 
color guard attending the April 5th Honor Flight 
South Florida (HFSF) Welcome Home, presenting 
the colors at the May 4th  Symphonic Winds 
fundraising concert for Honor Flights, and marching 
in the  May 26th Pompano Beach Memorial Day 
ceremony. Other activities include volunteering at 
Nininger and the VA Health Clinic, attendance at 
Fleet Week events, cash donations to USO and 
Honor Flights, and decorating Veteran’s graves.   
 
Mark stated that he and Chuck Adams participated 
in the May 20, 2025 VAVS quarterly meeting via 
Teams but that nothing of importance affecting 
Broward County was discussed. He said that he has 
submitted a new VA Centenarian Award application 
for Frank Orilio of Hollywood, FL.  Frank will turn 103 
in November and served in the Army Air Force and 
Army Mortar Platoon in WW II. 
 
Mark said that May is Military appreciation month. 
He asked all Compatriot  Veterans in attendance to 
stand and be recognized.  
 
Mark stated that he has been appointed as Vice-
Chair of the FLSSAR Veterans Affairs Committee for 
2025-2026. He said that  his son and Fort 
Lauderdale Compatriot Major Zachary Snider was 
awarded the Air and Space Commendation Medal 
for Meritorious Service on completion of his 
assignment at Aviano Air Base, Italy. 
 
Kevin Shurte gave the 250 Anniversary Recognition 
Report and power point presentation entitled, 
Second Continental Congress Convenes - May 
10, 1775, which is also published in the May 2025 
Newsletter. 
 

 

On youth education, Kevin used a power point slide 
to show how the Chapter has grown from no 
participation in 2023, to one contest in 2024, and to 
six of the eight in 2025.  The slide showed that all of 
our first place winners came in either first, second or 
third at State.  He said that at the May 16-17, 2025 
Board of Management (BOM) meeting the Chapter’s 
first place Middle School Brochure submitted by 
Madeline Maragh was awarded first place at State 
and has been submitted to National where NSSAR 
winners will be announced in July 2025 at the 136th 
Annual Conference. Also attending the Youth 
Awards Luncheon at the BOM on May 17, 2025 was 
Hannah Lee Levitt who was the Chapter’s first place 
winner in the American History Teachers Award 
Contest and was recognized at the BOM for both her 
first place win at State and second place win at 
National. Cadet Caleb Walker from Marjorie 
Stoneman Douglas High School and his mother 
Sally attended the May 17th Youth Awards 
Luncheon. In addition to placing first in the Chapter’s 
Outstanding JROTC Cadet contest, he was 
recognized for his first place win at State and his 
fourth place win at National.  
 
Kevin Shurte stated that he will continue as 
Chairman of the FLSSAR Youth Education 
Committee and that planning for the 2025-2026 year 
has already started.  
 
Chuck Adams reported on the status of the SAR 
ROTC and Sea Cadet Bronze Medal Awards 
Program.  Chuck said that of the 31 Broward County 
schools offering the JROTC program, we completed 
the last of our 30 presentations or deliveries  to  
qualifying cadets on May 19, 2025.  He said that this 
year’s success in being at the awards ceremonies 
for 22 of the schools was made possible by the nine 
Chapter members who volunteered to assist and 
represent the Chapter. Chuck said that the 
ceremony conducted by the Fort Lauderdale 
Division of the Navy League will be held on June 1, 
2025 to present the SAR Bronze Good Citizenship 
Medal  to their nominated Sea Cadet. Tom 
Carpenter Jr. will represent the Chapter at this 
awards ceremony which will then fully complete this 
year’s JROTC / Sea Cadet medal awards program. 
 
Well wishes were extended to Compatriot Jim 
Lohmeyer, who celebrated his 95th birthday on May 
19, 2025. 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (cont’d) 
 
Chuck Adams inducted Compatriot Gregory Roether 
Elder. Ted Duay presented him with the Rossette 
recognition lapel pin.  
 

 
 
Chuck Adams presented the SAR 250 Bronze Medal 
Certificate to non-member, Amanda Barnes. Kevin 
Shurte presented her Bronze 250 Medal. Chuck 
then presented the SAR 250 Gold Medal Certificate 
to non-member, Kathy Shurte. Kevin Shurte 
presented her Gold 250 Medal.  
 

 
 

 

Chuck Adams presented a Certificate of 
Appreciation to Braeden Shurte for his entry on 
behalf of the Swamp Fox Society C.A.R. in the 2025 
Middle School Brochure Contest. Kevin Shurte 
stated that Braden’s brochure was on the battles of 
Lexington and Concord and he presented Braeden 
with the SAR Shot Heard Around the World Medal 
which commemorates these battles. 
 

 
 
Chuck Adams stated that at the May 16-17, 2025 
Board of Management (BOM) meeting the Chapter 
placed second for a mid-sized Florida chapter. The 
FLSSAR also gave Certificates of Appreciation to 
Florida Society Committee Chairman Steve DePaul 
and  Kevin Shurte, and a Certificate of Distinguished 
Service to S.E. Regional VP Chuck Adams. 
 

 
 
On behalf of the Florida Society, Chuck Adams 
presented the FLSSAR Silver Henry Knox Medal to 
Mark Snider for his work on the 2024-2025 Veterans 
Affairs Committee where he was instrumental in 
getting several Chapters to submit reports that had  
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (cont’d) 
 
not previously participated. This allowed the Florida 
Society to qualify for recognition by National.  
 

 
 
Chuck Adams stated that twenty-seven members 
and applicants made contributions to the funding of 
the First Amphibious Assault Landing Memorial 
Project. Of the twenty-seven, twenty-two contributed 
$250 or more in response to the challenge which 
qualifies those contributors to receive the official 
Florida Society Challenge Coin commemorating the 
First  Amphibious Assault Landing. Chuck Adams 
presented coins, in addition to himself, to: Bruce 
Angier, Jim Clark, Greg Elder, Samuel Frankel Jr, 
Jim Lohmeyer, Kevin Shurte, and Mark Snider. For 
recipients that are not present, their coin will be 
mailed out. 
 

 

Chuck Adams led the participants in reciting the SAR 
Recessional. The Benediction was given by Tom 
Carpenter Jr. 
 
To read the complete set of the minutes of the 
general members meeting held on May 31, 2025, 
open the document sent to you by e-mail, or review 
it at the archive’s subpage for minutes and agendas 
which are maintained at the Chapter website: 
www.fortlauderdalesar.org. 
 

 
 
 
2025 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
Jul 04, 2025    July 4th Ceremonies, 

           Biltmore Hotel, Coral  Gables, FL 
Jul 12 to  
Jul 18, 2025    135th National Congress, Uncasville, CT  
 
Sep 06, 2025   Honor Flights South Florida #36,  
                FLL International Airport 
 
Oct 02 to 
Oct 04, 2025    NSSAR Fall Leadership, Louisville, KY 
 
Oct 17 to 
Oct 18, 2025    Fall BOM, Kissimmee, FL 
 
Oct 25, 2025     Honor Flights South Florida #37, 

FLL International Airport 
 
Nov 11, 2025    Veterans Day Ceremonies, 
   Nininger Home, Pembroke Pines, FL  
 
Dec 04, 2025    Yuletide on Atlantic Parade,  

 Pompano Beach, FL 
 
Dec 13, 2025    Wreaths Across America,  

 Pompano Beach, FL 
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AMERICA 250 

Why Bunker Hill? 
A Look at the Lead Up to Battle - June 17, 1775 

By Bob Walsh 
  
In the spring of 1775 Boston was a city full of fury.  
The Boston reaction to the Stamp Act and Townsend 
Tea Tax prompted the British to close the port of 
Boston, causing unemployment in the shipping 
industry, general economic decline and resentment 
of the placement of British troops in the city. 
 
The April 19, 1775 British incursion to Lexington and 
Concord resulted in the British being chased back 
into Boston by local militia.  The weeks following 
Lexington and Concord saw 15,000 New England 
militiamen build a seize around the parameters of 
the city.1 British held Boston faced the possibility of 
being starved out with little food or necessities 
coming into the city over land. Boston was almost an 
island, but for a narrow isthmus to the south 
connecting to the Massachusetts mainland.  Across 
the harbor from the Boston peninsula were hills to 
the north and south.  A series of three small hills 
stood to the north in Charlestown.  To the south 
stood somewhat steeper hills known as Dorchester 
Heights.  Artillery placed atop either of these rises 
could lob cannon balls into the city and upon ships 
in Boston Harbor. 
 
The British command planned a two prong foray to 
break out of Boston: occupy Dorchester Heights and 
then move on the hills in Charlestown pushing 
beyond Charlestown to an attack on the American 
headquarters in Cambridge scheduled for June 19.2  
Both American and British commands had effective 
spy networks, so the British plans became known to 
the Americans. The Massachusetts Committee of 
Safety ordered Bunker Hill to be fortified. 
 
On the night of June 16 twelve hundred men began 
fortification of the Charlestown hills, focusing first on 
construction of a redoubt on the lower Breeds Hill 
and then on the larger Bunker Hill.  Sunrise on June 
17 gave the British a complete picture of the colonial 
fortification.  The British command determined that 
they could not wait another day to initiate their 
planned incursions to the north and south.  Within 
six hours the British began to cross the harbor to 
Charlestown to destroy the American fortifications 
and occupy the hills.3  
 
 
 

The Americans held off two attacks of British infantry 
and grenadiers, inflicting heavy losses on the British.  
By the third attack, American ammunition was 
depleted and Americans had begun a retreat. The 
British overtook the Breeds Hill redoubt at bayonet 
point, slaughtering the American defenders. 
 
The British took the hills, but at an exacting cost. Of 
2,200 troops, they had 1,054 casualties. The 
Americans suffered 115 dead and 305 wounded.  
British General Henry Clinton wrote “The success is 
too dearly bought.4  
____________________ 
 
1. Fleming, Thomas J., Now We Are Enemies, 

The Story   of Bunker Hill, 1960, pp 7-8 
2.  Philbrick, Nathaniel, Bunker Hill, A City, A 

Siege, A Revolution, 2013, p. 191 
3. Philbrick, ibid. p. 206 
4. Philbrick, ibid. p.230 
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IN THE NEWS 
 

2025 SPRING BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
(BOM) MEETING 

 
The semi-annual FLSSAR Board of Management 
Meeting was held on May 16 and 17, 2025 at the 
Embassy Suites in Kissimmee, FL. Representing the 
Chapter: Chuck (Ronna) Adams, Kevin (Kathy) 
Shurte and Steve DePaul. The Florida Sons of 
Liberty Brigade posted colors at both the Friday night 
Annual Awards Banquet and the Saturday night 
Annual Installation Banquet. The Fort Lauderdale 
Chapter was mentioned many times at the Youth 
Awards Luncheon for the placement at State of all 
six of its entries, four of which also placed or will 
place at National. A more complete discussion of 
Chapter awards made at the Spring BOM is reported 
on pages 3 & 4 in the summary of the Chapter 
meeting held on May 31, 2025.  
 

 
 

May 17, 2025 – Youth Awards Luncheon 
Left FLSSAR Committee Chair, Dale Bottoms,  

Outstanding JROTC Cadet Caleb Walker,  
Sally Walker & Chuck Adams. 

 
Left: Dale Bottoms, Cadet Caleb Walker, Chuck Adams, 
American High School Teacher Winner, Hannah Levitt,  

& Kevin Shurte. 
 
 
 
 

 
May 16, 2025 

Florida Sons of Liberty Brigade Color Guard. 

 
May 17, 2025 

Florida Sons of Liberty Brigade Color Guard. 
 

At this BOM, the two year term of Florida Society 
Color Guard Commander, Scott Breckinridge, 
expired. The changing of the guard ceremony 
recognized incoming Color Guard Commander, Jeff 
Brunelle. Also, our Kevin Shurte advanced to Vice 
Commander, and Central Florida Compatriot Phil 
Markoe advanced to Adjutant. 
 
The spring BOM is the event where new Florida 
Society Officers are elected. Congratulations to 
Compatriot Chris Washler who was elected the 
FLSSAR President for 2025-2026. Compatriot   
Johnathan Hunt was elected Senior VP and Chuck 
Adams will serve a second term as S.E. Regional 
VP. A complete list of the 2025-2026 FLSSAR 
officers can be viewed at www.flssar.org.    
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IN THE NEWS (cont’d) 
 

POMPANO BEACH ANNUAL MEMORIAL 
DAY PARADE AND CEREMONY 

 
The City of Pompano Beach hosted its annual 
Memorial Day Ceremony on Monday, May 26, 2025. 
The parade traversed a quarter mile route 
culminating at the Pompano Beach City Cemetery 
where dignitaries made remarks to the attending 
public. The Fort Lauderdale Color Guard and 
participating members and friends marched in the 
parade.  Our color guard was joined by Compatriot 
Ben Groff, President of the Miami Chapter SAR. 
 

 
 

Left front: Kathy Shurte, Kevin Shurte, Sarah Barnes; 
Left back: Ben Groff, Chuck Adams, Braeden Shurte & 
Mark Snider. Not shown: Amanda & Joe Barnes, and 

Carmen Snider. 
 

SWAMP FOX SOCIETY C.A.R – 
CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

 
On Sunday, June 1, 2025, the Swamp Fox Society 
C.A.R. held its last 2024-2025 meeting at the Hagen 
Ranch Road Library  in Delray Beach, FL. 
Representing the Chapter as senior advisors: Chuck 
Adams and Kevin Shurte. Chapter Junior SAR 
members Mason Primiano and Braeden Shurte are 
the new Swamp Fox President and Vice President, 
respectively.  Amanda Barnes has assumed the 
position of Senior President and Ronna Adams is the 
new Senior Treasurer.  

At this meeting, the 
Fort Lauderdale 
Color Guard posted 
colors as part of the 
opening ceremonies. 
The Fort Lauderdale 
Chapter contributes 
semi-annually to the 
financial support of 
the programs and 
activities undertaken 
by our local C.A.R. 
The Chapter’s spring 
check for $250 was 

presented at this meeting. There was discussion and 
an update about the Florida Society’s First 
Amphibious Assault Landing Project and the C.A.R. 
members present motioned to donate $250 to the 
Florida Society for the project. 
 

 
 

Mason Primiano and Chuck Adams 
Photo left: Mason Primiano Receiving Chapter Donation; 
Photo right: Chuck Adams Receiving C.A.R. Donation for 
the First Amphibious Assault Landing Project. 
 
With the business done, the older group searched 
the library to find  “fun facts” about the twelve 
recognized founding fathers, while young Sarah – 
having been given their faces on stickers -- chose 
the posterboard project.  
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IN THE NEWS (cont’d) 
 
The Swamp Fox Society C.A.R. is actively recruiting 
for new qualifying children of all ages but ideally 
boys and girls between 3 and 18. If you have a child 
or grandchild who lives in the Broward-Palm Beach 
counties, please consider asking them if they would 
like to join.  
 
ANNUAL SEA CADET AWARDS BANQUET  

 
On Sunday, June 1, 2025, the Fort Lauderdale 
Division of the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps held its 
annual awards dinner and ceremony at the 
Pembroke Lakes Golf & Raquet Club in Pembroke 
Pines, FL  Tom Carpenter represented the 
Chapter.   He delivered the invocation and later 
presented the SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medal 
to PO2 David Hernandez. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

FORT LAUDERDALE CHAPTER ETERNAL 
 
A review of the Chapter’s list of 140 inactive 
members has found that 23 of the oldest 
Compatriots have passed on. The following names 
will be properly reported to National: 
 
1. Charles Southerland Wilson (1901-1996). 

 Registered: 1960 +/- 5  
2. William Grant Cook (1905-1998).  

Registered 1960 +/-5 
3. Charles Gregory Gilman (1906-1997). 

Registered 21 Nov 1989. 
4. Howard Janson Griffin (1916-1995). 

Registered 17 Mar 1995. 
5. Randolph Spears (1916-1990).  

Registered 18 Apr 2002. 
6. Effron Avery Williams Jr (1918-2016).  

Registered 24 Jun 1991. 
7. Hamilton Collins Forman (1919-2010).  

Registered 21 May 1953. 
8. Robert McNown Curtis (1919-2016). 

Registered 30 Oct 1953. 
9. Raymond Gordan Leonard (1922-2012) 

  Registered: 11 Dec 1974 
10. Edward Earl Linskey Jr (1922-2006).  

Registered 8 Apr 1987. 
11. John Edward Hennen (1922-2020).  

Registered 19 Apr 2005. 
12. John Douglas Smith (1924-2006).  

Registered 17 Dec 1999. 
13. Jack Eugene Watson ( 1925-2016).  

Registered 15 May 1984. 
14. James Henry O. Page (1925-2016). 

Registered 4 Jun 2009. 
15. Allen Coleman Moore (1926-2008).  

Registered 1 Jun 1992. 
16. Larry Jackson Calhoun (1927-2022) 

Registered 22 Jan 2010. 
17. Harry Dittmar Koepke (1927-2009).  

Registered 19 Sep 1994, 
18. Jack Norman Holcomb (1928-2010). 

Registered 17 Jul 1997. 
19. Franklin Delano Flannery (1932-2016). 

Registered 31 Aug 2009. 
20. Edward Bacon Wilbur Jr (1933-2012). 

Registered 14 Nov 1975. 
21. John Moran Dye (1934-2019).  

Registered 20 Mar 2006. 
22. Richard Herbert Bickford (1935-2015). 

Registered 5 Jun 2001. 
23. Carl Walter Carruthers (1939-2014). 

Registered 30 Apr 1987. 
 
The Chapter’s inactive list is still under review. 
Those additional Compatriots found to have passed 
on will be reported in subsequent publications.  
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SAR MEMBER PROFILE – 

DANIEL EDWARD McMURTRIE  
Interviewed by Chuck Adams 

 
Q. Ok Dan, tell us a little 
bit about yourself. 
A.  I was born in 1954 in 
Utica, New York, and 
grew up in that area of 
New York. I graduated 
from New York Mills 
Jr/Sr High School in 
June 1972. I then 
attended RCA Institutes 
in NYC where I attained 
a certificate of 

completion. In 1988, I qualified for a State of Florida 
B Water Treatment Operators License. In 1998, I 
earned an  AA Degree in Political Science from 
Broward Community College.  
 
Q. What is/was your occupation?  
A. In the Utica, NY area, I was mostly employed in 
building and grounds maintenance and 
management at various industries. From May 1973 
to June 1979 I was an active first responder for the 
Yorkville, NY Volunteer Fire Department. I moved to 
South Florida in June 1979, where I started as a 
night stock person/cashier at Grand Union Markets 
in Wilton Manors. In March 1980 I was employed by 
the City of Hollywood Utilities Department and 
worked my way up to Water Treatment Operator and 
Plant Safety Officer. As Union Steward and a 
member of the  Executive Board for Hollywood 
General Employees AFSCME Local 2432, I was 
instrumental in negotiating an early retirement in 
1995. In January 1999 I began my career with the 
School Board of Broward County as a Campus 
Monitor. In August 2001, I was promoted to the 
position of Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Job 
Coach. Training, seeking employment and helping 
these students maintain employment was one of the 
most rewarding jobs in my life. I retired in June 2014. 
 
Q. Tell us about some of your recreational interests 
and/or hobbies. 
A. I enjoy anything to do with trains, including real 
trains and models. I will go anywhere to just ride a 
train and I maintain a large HO size layout in my 
garage. Also, I am involved with Florida Citrus Model 
Train Society, www fcmts.org. This group exhibits at 
various locations throughout Broward County. 
Featuring several large layouts and providing 

educational and safety lectures, including Operation 
Lifesaver, we strive to make model railroading fun 
for all. My other passion is automobiles and in my 
younger years I owned an Edsel. 
 
Q. How about your family?  
A. I was married in April 1983 to my beautiful bride 
Linda Hiland. I have an older brother and younger 
half-brother.  
 
Q.  Who is your Patriot ancestor?  
A.  My Patriot ancestor is Peter Martin (1741- 
abt.1807). In 1781, he served as a private in 
Culpeper County VA Militia under the command of 
Captain George Johnson.  
  
Q.  Tell us about why you want to join SAR and 
whether you have plans on how you may want to 
get more involved with carrying out the mission and 
programs of the SAR.  
A. My father, Harry D. McMurtrie, was a World War 
II era veteran who passed in 1957. My older 
brother, Peter, also a veteran and family historian, 
encouraged me to join this organization to foster its 
growth and values. 
 
Thanks, Dan, for sharing. 
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1808 NW 124 Way 
Coral Springs, FL 33071-7887 
954-345-6276 
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Miramar, FL 33025-6634 
954-232-5008 

REGISTRAR / GENEALOGIST - CHUCK ADAMS 
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Coral Springs, FL 33071-7887 
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SECRETARY - MARK SNIDER 
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Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308-5377 
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HISTORIAN - KEVIN SHURTE 
460 NW 52 Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309-3231 
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CHAPLAIN – THOMAS CARPENTER JR. 
2623 Cleveland Street 
Hollywood, FL 33020-2924 
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Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308-5597 
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